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ANSWERS 


1 O 


Mr. As Queries. 


OO My 
E LL ſpirituous liquors, in excels, are 
- prejudicial to the human frame. 


ANSswWwER. All liquors are more or leſs ſo 
according to: the! nature and quality of the 
ſpirit containd therein; therefore that ſort 

alone ſhould be allowed, which is moſt in- 
nocent and leaſt noxious to the conſlitution. 


Query I. Whether Geneva be not as 
wholeſome, certainly as little prejudicial, as 
any other kind of draga ? | 


B ANSWER 


2 
Ax. I. Real Geneva made with the 
juniper- berry, may be as wholeſome, and 
as little prejudicial as any other kind of ſpirit 
whatever, but that cannot be aſſerted of 
the ſimple malt ſpirit. 


Qu. II. Whether phyſicians do not 
acknowledge this, who frequently recom- 
mend the moderate uſe of it in many diſ- 
orders, particularly in the gravel ? 


Ax. II. Phyſicians do acknowledge the 
real juniper Geneva to have a diuretic quality, 
and as ſuch recommend the uſe of it for 
opening ſecretions, and removing obſtruc- 
tions in the reins and kidneys, and other 
ſuch like diſorders; but I never yet heard 
that the common malt ſpirit was preſcribed 
or recommended for its phyſical virtues, in 
reference, or as an efficacious and anſwer- 
able ſubſtitute to the real Geneva. 


Qu. III. Whether it be not pleaſant to 
obſerve, that the fame perſons who declaim 
loudly againſt this liquor, are often warm 
and eager advocates for the uſe of Rum and 
Brandy, tho' they are, if not more perni- 
cious, at leaſt equally hurtful ? 


Ax. III. It is as pleaſant to obſerve, how 


ingeniouſly the author labours to elucidate 
the 
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the truth, by ſetting up his own pſe dixit 
as the ſtandard of public judgment, It 18 
univerſally faid and believed, that malt ſpi- 
rit 1s more pernicious and inſalutary to the 
body than either real Brandy, Geneva, or 
Rum, and therefore it behoves Mr. M 

to prove the contrary, before he] draws ſuc 
concluſive and abſolute inferences from ſi- 
niſter and (at leaſt) doubtful principles. 


Qu. IV. From whence can this ariſe, 
but from a particular attention to their own 
intereſt : ? 


Ax. IV. It is manifeſtly true, that the 
malt-diſtillers have long paid an extraordi- 
nary attention to their own intereſts, in op- 
poſition to every ſocial, humane, and vir- 
tuous duty,—lIt ought to be a very moving 
reflection to theſe gentlemen who have ac- 
cumulated affluence at the expence of num- 
berleſs lives, as uſeful and as valuable as their 
own; and withal endanger'd the ſalvation 
of o many immortal ſouls. And yet they 
proceed to treaſure up wrath againſt the day 
of wrath without remorſe or ſhame. 


Qu. V. Whether the moſt ſanguine 
declaimer wiſhes to aboliſh dram- drinking 
in general ? If they do, the malt-diftiller 
has no right to complain. 
B 2 * 


[4] 


An. V. It is the wh, it jo the 44%, of 
every good man to declaim againſt whatſo- 
ever is bad, and whereſoever, 3 Whom- 
ſoever found. There is no doubt, but dram- 
drinking in general is perniciaus; but as it is 
admitted on all hands, that ſpirits muſt be 
had and made of ſome ſort or kind ; it re- 
mains, that ſuch which is molt fo, ought to 
be entirely aboliſhed, (both the manufac- 
tury and uſe) and ſuch alone that” is feaſt 


{o, to be talerated under prudent Seh 
and reſtrictions. 535 


Qu. VI. But if ſpirits from grain are 
only to be prohibited, and vaſt quantities of 
ſugar are to be made into à ſpixit, go a 
leis ſalutary, ſhall we not aggrandize 4 few 
planters at the expence of the whole landed 
intereſt of the e s Of Su Bri fan 
and treland ? 14 5. 


AN. VI. It is becoming che Wiſdom of 
the legiſlature to enquire (and not Mr, 
WM- to aſſert) whether the ſpirit from 
malt or ſugar is moſt or leaſt ſalutary; and 
then to determine and reſolve, whether the 
intereſt of the ſugar-planters is incampatible 
with the landed intereſt at home; and how 
far the lives, health, and manners of indi- 
viduals, and the public welfare, ought to 


{ 3] 
ſway and take place in oppoſition to the pri- 
vate and boundle& emolument of a few 
malt diſtillers, or of any other ſet or body 
of men or buſineſs Whaflosver. W 


Qu. VII. Will not this landed interelt 
be ſtill more ſemſibly hurt, by paying extra- 
vagantly for ſugar, which is now become 
an eſſential article in houſekeeping, and in- 
deed, from the univerſality of ne 
one of the neceſſaries of like 7 ft; 


Ax. VII. The e of tea-drink- 
ing amongſt the lower claſs of people is a 
growing evil, not much inferior to dram- 
drinking, and tho' more flow in its opera- 
tion, is no leſs injurious to ſociety, and as 
certain and fatal in its effects: But this is an 
evil which the high price of ſugars ſhould 
tend to reduce; and if (as Mr. M——y ad- 
mits) it is from the great uſe of tea, that 
ſugar is become one of the neceſſaries of life, 
therefore it is not from the uſe of the 
ſtill that ſu gars are become ſo dear. And 
if ſo, all due encouragement ought to be 
given to the employ and conſumption of 
| ſugars, to ſtop the progreſs and increaſe 
of ſuch a national depravity as tea-drinking 
is become amongſt the poor, who alone 
can feel the trifling difference of the prices 
of ſugars, and * from ſuch a neceſſi 

| | tous 


NM. 
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tous 3 of that darling gratifica- 
tion, inſtead of impairing their conſtitu- 
tions, and waſting their time in ſipping the 
nauſious extract of a poiſonous weed, would 
ſoon be driven to the antient and laudable 
cuſtom of drinking beer, by which the landed 
Intereſt would be ſenſibly and truely benefited. 


Qs; vI08. Whether, as a proof of this, 
raw ſugar has not been advanced, ſince the 
diſtillers uſed ſuch quantities in making ſpi- 


its, from 2 56. and 3os. per hundred weight, 


to 455. and FL hundred ? 


Ax. VIII. That raw and all ſugars have 
been advanced ſince the commencement of 
the war, is true, but that is not owing alto- 
gether to the fill, nor does it prove (as Mr. 
y would have it) that tea, or ſugars 
are become the neceſſaries of life. They 
are juſt the reverſe, they are the luxuries of 
life, and ſuch luxuries as want to be lopt and 
curtail'd in their abuſe but not to the pre- 
judice of our American plantations (the ſource 
of all our wealth and honours) an ounce of 
which, in my humble opinion, deſerves more 
reſpect and regard than a ton of Chineſe 


earth 


Qu. IX. Whether, by the ſame means, 


treacle, or melaſſes, has not been raiſed from 


126. 


UAE 
125, and 15s. per hundred weight, to 30s. 
and 38s. per hundred ? 


Ax. IX. It is not only from the diſtil- 
lery, but from other obvious means, and very 
different cauſes, that the price of treacle has 
been raiſed to ſo unuſual a price. This is, 
in ſome meaſure, occaſion d by the natural 
conſequences of the war; but it is more 
owing to theſe very gentlemen, who would 
now ſeem to lament the exorbitancy of the 
price; and why? Becauſe it is not in their 
power to acquire ſo large a profit from the 
uſe of melaſſes as of malt. And it is wor- 
thy publick notice, that though they pre- 
tend to be great loſers by the buſineſs, yet 
they continue (as it were for ſport) to forge 
the inſtrument of lingring, torturing deaths, 
and deal out their poiſon to the infatuated 
and ignorant, at their own extravagant price. 


Qu. X. Whether treacle was not, before this 
advance, of ſingular ſervice in the families 
of the poor ? and whether they have not, by 
this means, been entirely deprived of the 
uſe of it? 


AXN. X. Treacle, at its old, and even at its 
preſent price, may be very uſeful to poor fa- 
milies as a cheap, innocent, and aſſiſtant 
food; but it may be ſaid, with equal juſtice 

Met „ 0 
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ant propriety; that the poor have! been de- 
prived of the uſe of bread; as much as 
treacle. The former has been as extrayagant- 
ly dear as the latter: ſo meat and pidviſions 
of all kinds are dearer; in common, than they 
Were formerly 8 all which:(like-other tempo - 
rary expedients) may an preſent: ſerm to ſerve 
the landed intereſti — What them? — Ihe 
price:of labour of all kinds is: propertionably: 
dearer; and it wilb require a fan more exten 
five exertion of legullative: power, than the 
reducin 2 the price offtreacle ta reach the la- 
tent and lamented cauſe. Beſides, the 
quantity of tfreacle uſad by the poor bears no 
Degree of proportion or conſoquence to that 
of bread and beer. And were the poor en- 
tirely and forever denied the: uſe of both 
ſugar and treaclo, on the condition of having 
bread: and malt at adow / and reaſonable price; 
Iwill take upon me to: ſay, that not only 
the poor, but the rich alſo, would reap ſa- 
tis factory advantages from the exchange. 


Qu. XI. Whether the reformation amongſt 
the manners of the people; ſince the ſtop- 
page of the malt diſtillery, may not, in part, 
be owing to the diſperſion of many drunken 


people beyond. Sea, by means of the War ? 


An: XI. This propoſition of Mr. A5 
is ſingular and contrarx to the niceſt obſer- 


vations 
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vations. and avowed calculations made on 
the Subject, and ought (in good policy) to 
have been the laſt refuge for a defender of 
dram-drinking. Tis certain great numbers 
of idle diſſolute people are ſent abroad, 
which hath ſomewhat diminiſhed the num- 
ber as well of thoſe who fall a victim to 
gin, as thoſe falling a ſacrifice to the more, 
more merciful executioner at Tyburn, who on- 
ly hurts the body. But is the reformation 

lefs apparent in thoſe, who remain behind? 
No, any pariſh precinct, ſtreet, or alley, af- 
fords people and matter enough to diſcover 
an intereſting and alarming difference in the 
morals, health, and manners of the people 
fince the diſtillery of malt was ſuppreſſed. 


Qu. XII. Whether great quantities of 
ſugar ſpirits, have not been drank fince that 
ftoppage ? | A 


Ax. XII. Mr. M-—-y, need not have 
aſked this queſtion, ſince he himſelf amongſt 
others, hath, ſince the ſtoppage, made and 
fold great quantities of ſpirits from melaſſes, 
and though he is ſo warm and violent an ad- 
vocate againſt the ſugar; and for the malt- 
diſtillery, even now, as far and fully as he 
is able, continues ſo to do. From whence 
it may be foreſeen, what a conſcientious uſe 


2 the 


10 
the malt-diftillers will make of any tem- 
porary indulgence. 


Qu. XIII. Whether the reformation, 
with regard to the morals of the people, 
would not have been the ſame, if the ſpirits 
they have drank for near three years paſt, had 
been made from grain, inſtead of ſugar and 
treacle ? 


AN. XIII. The reformation, with re- 
gard (only) to the morals of the people, 
might perhaps have been the ſame. If the 
ſpirits they have drank for three years paſt, 
had been made from grain, in lieu of ſugar 
and treacle. But there were, and are two 
other cogent reaſons againſt the malt-diſtil- 
lery, viz. The dearneſs of corn (one grand 
ſupport of the poor ; and the health of the 
poor, one grand ſupport of the ſtate ;) both 
which will be conſider d and defended here- 
after. 


Qu. XIV. Whether the encouragement 
given to agriculture from the conſumption 
of grain in the malt-diſtillery, has not been 
great reaſon of its cheapneſs, in general, 
for ſixty deu paſt? 


Ax. XIV. Agriculture ought (undeni- 
ably) to be encourag'd, but, it is a trite and 
true 


E 
true ſaying, © Of two evils chuſe the leaſt”. 
For ſuppoſing Mr. M——y's ſuggeſtion to 
be true, (which is moſt untrue) ſhall a na- 
tion ſacrifice the health, lives, and morals of 
her people, to the indulgence of a vice, 
becauſe it may be productive of a ſappos'd 
national virtue? Hath not the malt-diſtillery 
been the apparent and accurſed cauſe of the 
late dearneſs of corn? Hath not the diſtil- 
lery been the like deplorable cauſe of the 
ſcarcity of corn? And what hath been the 


conſequence ? Famine, poverty, decay of 


trade, and every evil work. 


Qu. XV. Whether the failure of one 


year's Crop may not occaſion the ſcarcity 
of corn in the kingdom ? 


Ax. XV. The failure of one years Crop, 
may (with the aſſiſtance of the malt-diſtil- 
lery) occaſion a ſcarcity of corn in the king- 
dom. For, if they are again ſuffered to 
work, the farmers will be ready enough to 
join in their old artifices to raiſe the markets, 
under the pretence of a natural ſcarcity, oc- 
cafion'd by the demands from the /#://, which 
let our crops be ever ſo plentiful, will ſoon 
ſubje& us to the ſame bad effects, by the 
dearneſs, as tho' we had a real ſcarcity. 
Shall we then, cauſeleſily, wantonly, and 
raſhly lay qurſelyes open to an inconvenience 


C2 and 
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and an evil, we have ſo lately and; ſeverely 
felt the direful effects of, to gratify the fal- 
lacious hopes and views of a few diſcon- 


tented, clamorous, hungry miſers? 


Qu. XVI. Whether the ſtopping the 
malt diſtillery in ſuch a time would not have, 
at once, a very falutary effect, and anſwer 
the ſame end as the importation of the 
quantity of grain it generally conſumes ? 


AN. XVI. Mr. M——y hath, in this 
Query, out of his wonted zeal and affection 
for the intereſt of #75 country, propoſed us 
a real evil as a remedy. for an uncertain and 
improbable one, and which is not to be 
feared or to be ſuppoſed can happen, but 
from the pretended remedy itſelf; like a man 
who, ſor fear of taking cold, ſwallows pre- 
ventive medicines, that open his pores, re- 
lax his ſolids, and prove the efficient cauſe 
of a real and dangerous diſeaſe, which can 
only be cured by diſcontinuing the uſe of 
the intended remedy : ſuch a ſalutary and 
alluring an effect would the pretended ex- 
= of a tompartry diſtillation. of corn 


ave 


Qu. XVII. Whether the laſt harveſt _ 
not a plentiful one ? And whether there is 
not great reaſon to believe the price of grain 

will 
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will be low and maderate for the year to 
come? 


AN. XVII. The laſt harveſt (glory be t 
God for the ſame) was a plentiful one, but 
thall we, in return for- his bounty, dedicate 
what may feem to us a redundant fuperflu- 
ity (and which Providence may have intend- 
cd for a year of jubilee: for the poor, or to 
fupply that havock. and deſtruction of the 
growth of grain in Germany). to the ſervice 
of ſin and Satan ?—God forbid—The ſea- 
ſons are uncertain,, and the good or bad uſe 
we make of this late relief, and fo ſignal a 
bleſſing may, according to the good or bad 
uſe make of it, be the cauſe of future plen- 
ty or ſpeedy want, Let us but refle& how 
the ſcene is reverſed fince the diſtillation of 
corn has ceaſed, and perhaps, as a bleſſed 
reward for ſuch a national act of charity, the 
Almighty ruler of the earth hath crawned& 
our fleets and armies with ſucceſs in every 
quarter of the globe : He hath not only 
honour'd us with conqueſts abroad, but 
bleſſed us with peace and plenty at home. 
From a by-word and reproach, we are be- 

come a terror to the nations round about 
us.— shall we then, in return and in de- 
ſpight and defience of God's manifold 
mercies, and ſuch ſignal marks of his fa- 
vour and approbation of our late conduct, 

dare 
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dare his power again, to avenge. himſelf 
with pe/i:lence and with famine, the dread- 
ful miniſters of heavenly wrath ? No, let 
the rich remember that the cries of the 
poor are heard in the houſe of the Lord, 
whoſe ears are open to their prayers, that 
« He who pitieth (or giveth any aid or re- 
e lief to) the poor, lendeth to the Lord :” 
That he who pleadeth the cauſe and de- 
fendeth the poor on earth, ſhall have his 


foward | in heaven. 


the; XVIII. Whether, in ſuch a caſe, 
the gentleman, the farmer, and the variety 
of trades dependant on the malt diſtillery as 
well as the landed intereſt in general, have 
not reaſon to hope and expect, that what 
ſpirits are permitted to be drank ſhould be 
made from our produce at home and not 
altogether from the produce of our ſugar 
_ colomes ? 


Ax. XVIII. Falſe arguments naturally 
follow falſe principles: it may appear (pri- 
ma facie) to narrow minds the intereſt of 
land-owners and land-holders, to encourage 
the malt dittillery for the fake of keeping 
up the price of corn, and in conſequence 
(as they may think) the value of their eſ- 
tates ; but let the tenants conſider, that the 
| more 
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more profits can (communibus annis) be 
made out of their farms from the general 
dearneſs of grain. The greater and higher 
rents will they be expected and obliged to 
pay for their tenures. And this has been 
experienced on numberleſs eſtates both in 
in England and Ireland ſince the late uni- 
verſal y AI of the price of proviſions in 
general. And hence, to the landlords it may 
appear a plauſible and neceſſary point to en- 
courage the malt-diſtillery, in order thereby 
to ſupport the preſent value and income of 
their new raiſed eſtates. But let ſuch land- 
lords, reflect, and well confider, whether 
the morals of the poor, the cheapneſs of la- 
bour, (neceſſarily following the cheapneſs of 
proviſions,) the proſperity of our manufac- 
tories, the cheapneſs of goods to ſend to fo- 
reign markets, the encouragement of navi- 
gation by the exportation of corn, (when the 
ſame can be ſpared for the relief of our ne- 
ceſſitous brethren, and the beneficial and na- 
tional conſequences attending a flouriſhing 
trade at home and abroad) will not counter- 
ballance and outweigh every ſiniſter ſhort- 
ſighted preſent advantage, that may accrue 
to tho landed gentlemen, from the extra- 
vagant price of grain. 


Qu. XIX. Whether it be true that the 
farmers in general are an opulent ſet of 


people, 
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people, and do gentlemen find them fo, 


from the regular and certain payments of 
their rents? | 


Ax. XIX. It is notoriouſly true, that 
the farmers in general, are become a ve 
opulent ſet of people, and ſo much fo, as 
to be enabled to monopolize the buſineſs of 
farming, contrary to the wiſe laws and po- 
licy of the kingdom. And tho' Mr. M-—y 
would infinuate a diſagreeable reflection up- 
on his own tenants, I dare fay, thoſe v 
gentlemen, who were the objects of his pre- 
Judice, can fee thro' ſuch a thin _— veil 
of. diſguiſed truth. ; 


Qu. XX. Whether many of them, tho' 
abſtemious in their mode of living, and la- 
borious in the higheſt degree in their bufi- 
neſs, are not now incapable of paying their 
rents; and whether they will not be {till 
more incapable of doing it, if agriculture be 
diſcouraged at this time, when we are bur- 
then'd with taxes in ſupport of a neceſſary, 
but expenfive war ? 


Ax. XX. Some farmers, always were, 
now are, and ever will be incapable of pay- 
ing their rents ſo well as others, and ſuch 
who thrive not in this Their golden-age, can- 
not be ſuppoſed to proſper better 1 in an iron 

one, 
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one, when grain of all kinds is much cheaper, 
and the harveſt leſs plentious. But is this 
any reaſon ? Becauſe ſome feww have been un- 
fortunate, or indolent ; or, becauſe others, 
elate with a ſudden guſt of proſperity, have 
enter'd into an expenſive gentleman-like life, 
(unknown to their forefathers) which the 
common accuſtomed profits of farming will 
not ſupport. Let Mr. M——y fay, whether 
theſe are juſtihable reaſons? Why the high 
price of corn ſhould be continued or in- 
creaſed by an artificial and calamitous dearth ? 


Qu. XXI. Whether the proprietors of 
our ſugar colonies, are taxed in an equal 
degree with the landed intereſt of Great- 
Britain and Jreland, towards the ſupport of 
government? 


Ax. XXI. Whether our ſugar colonies 
aid, ſerve, and aſſiſt as much and in an e- 
qual degree with the landed intereſt here, 
towards the ſupport of government, is a 
matter entirely unconnected with the grand 
primary queſtion, whether Corn ought or 
ought not to be diſtilled; or, in other Woreh 
whether Corn ought or ought not to be at a 

high or low price. For the diſpute oα/l“α not 

to be; nor is it, in fact, or in reaſon, be- 
tween. this or that trade, party, or intereſt. 
(Which will be conſidered hereafter) — 
D However 


„ tn 
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However, I can ſafely anſwer Mr. M98 


laſt Query in the affirmative. For it is the t 


higheſt inſult and reflection on the ſtate, to 


ſuppoſe that a true ſyſtem of policy, and an 


equal diſtribution of political juſtice, does 
not take place throughout a/l his majeſty's 
dominions. But ſuppoſe our colonies, or 
the produce of our colonies, do not pay pe- 
cuniary duties and taxes in proportion to our 
lands at home, I would afk Mr. M 3 
to what is owing the increaſe and irre- 
fiſtable ſtrength of our navy, — the ſupport 
of our trade, — the increaſe of our private 
wealth. the increaſe of our public credit— 
the defence and peaceable enjoyment of our 
lands, liberties, and lives? to what are all 


theſe things owing? but to our American 
navigation and treaſures—the real cauſa fine 


qua non. 


Qu. XXII. Whether, on the contrary, 
they have not been raiſing immenſe eſtates 


6, 2 the ſtoppage of he malt diſtillery ? 


And are they not uſing all their intereſt to 
continue their exorbitant gains ? 


Ax. XXII. Such is the variable event 


of war, trade, and all ſublunary things, 
that ſome private men, and ſome bodies of 
men will be ſucceſsful and acquire fortunes, 
whilſt others ſpend or loſe them —lt is, 


how- 
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however, impoſſible that the ſugar platiters 
(whom Mr. . endeavours to paint 
in ſo avaritious a light) can have rais'd eſ- 
tates more immenſe or more unworthily, 
fince the war began, than the malt diſtillers 
did before their juſt ſentence 6f prohibition 
paſſed.— The difference of freight and in- 
ſuramce between peace and war, is a matter 
Mr. M——y wou'd not mention, becauſe 
that would leſſen the exalted and aggravated 
odium levelled at the ſugar importers, of 
ſelling their goods ſo extravagantly dear.— 
Cannot Mr. M——y find out any other 

s of foreign growth, whoſe price is en- 
hanced greatly by the war? Have not the an- 
tient gains of the malt-diſtillers been more 
exorbitant than the planters ever were ? Are 
not the malt-diſtillers (alſo) uſing and ex- 
erting all their efforts and intereſt with 
every art that envy, jealouſy, and ayarice 
can inſpire and invent, to renew their trade ? 
Let Mr. M——y tell the world—who, 
in breach of all honour, truſt, and juſtice, 
is now raiſing a new trade out of the dili- 


gence, expence, and labour, of an injur'd 
and unrewarded friend 


Quad non q mortalia pectora coges „ auri dacra 
ou ? 


D 2 Qu. 


20 | 
Qu. XXIII. Whether there can be any 
reaſon why ſpirits ſhould be obliged to be 
made from ſugar and melaſſes only, when 
a ſcarcity of corn is out of the queſtion ? 


AN. XXIII. A ſcarcity of corn can 
never be out of the queſtion in England, eſ- 
pecially if (as Mr. M——y fays) one year's 
failure may occaſion it. It ought always to 
be guarded againſt, and it was for want of 


a timely foreſight and interpoſition of par- 


lament that we ſo lately felt one. If ſpirits 


are and muſt be made for neceſſary and li- 


mitted uſes, they ought, ſurely, to be drawn 
from the luxuries of life (which ſugars are) 
ſooner than from corn, which renders us 
both wholeſome food and liquor; and is 


(independent of all other productions of 


the earth) a ſubſtantial and comfortable 
ſubſiſtance of life. 5 8 


Qu. XXIV. Whether every gentleman 
(not intereſted in the queſtion) does not 
with, however an enemy to dram- drinking, 
that if the people muſt have ſpirituous li- 
quors, they were, at leaſt in a certain de- 


gree, to be made from grain the produce 


of our mother country, inſtead of ſugar the 
growth of our colonies ? 


AN. 
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Ax. XXIV. I declare I am not directly 

or eſpecially intereſted or concerned in either 
the ſugar or diſtillery buſineſs ; that I am 
an enemy to dram- drinking in general; and 
that my opinion is, no ſpirits ſhould be made 
in England, but under very cautious reſtricti- 
ons. As our colonies are: limbs and mem- 
bers of our body politic, and ſerve to cheriſh 
and ſupport us, I think there ought to be a 
reciprocal regard, duty and affection from 
the mother (country) towards her obedient 
children. All diſtinctions or reflections of 
climate or country are odious.— The gentle- 
men who, it is alledged, are getting ſuch large 
eſtates are ſpending the ſame among us with 
ſpirit and honour; nay more, —are riſquing 
their lives in the ſervice and defence of their 
country: — But, I humbly think, the que- 
ſtion ought not to be, 6: ſhall, or, who 
are moſt deſerving, to get fortunes by the di- 
ſtillery of ſpirits? But which branch of 
buſineſs, whether the extraordinary large 
conſumption of corn or ſugar, will be moſt 
uſeful, or leaſt prejudicial to the Nation ? 
Without conſulting the private intereſt of 
this, that, or any other ſet of men whatſo- 
ever ad if ſo, —all that Mr. M. y las 
bours for ſo ſtrenuouſly, whether the cane 
planter or corn planter ſhall be encouraged 
or prefered, is only ſtirring up a duſt, to 
darken truth, to create prejudices, to warp 


the 
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the will of the unwary, and to influence _ 
minds of the public. - 


Qu. XXV. Whether there be any diffe- 
tenes in the effects, between that ſpecies of 
drunkenneſs, which ariſes from ſpirits made 
from grain; and that which is owing to ſpi- 
fits Made from ſugar, rum, or brandy; and 
whether any difintereſted peed will afſert in 
me end 4 


A XXV. If Mr. — will give me 
leave to diſſect and fairly reſtate this Query, 
it is very eafily anſwered « zbely. There 
may be no difference in the preſent effects of 
Hquor, as to the actions of vice or vanity, or 
the paſſions "diſplaying themſelves in that 
identical drunkenneſs, whether it be with ' 
malt er other ſpirit; but (with great defe- 
rence to the gentlemen of the fo fity I _ 
it) the conſequences or effects would, in 
proceſs of time, be moſt fatally different. in 
ſome particular parts of our owh coaſts, 
brandy i is as frequently and conſtantly drank 
as gin ever was in the hundreds of Drury 
or St. Giles's by the poor, yet it does not 
produce that loſs of appetite, dejection of 
| ſpirits, decay of the vitals, and ſhortneſs of 
life, which we frequently ſee take place in 
the poor dratn-drinkers ; and though this 
is a matter which perhaps may not be better, 

= 
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or otherwiſe determined than by obſervation: 
I think it of fo much importance, as to de- 
ſerve the conſideration of the college of phy- 
ſicians, in whoſe. province the diſpute pro- 
perly lies. 


Qu. XXVI, Whether to change the 

mode only of dram-drinking, from malt 

ſpirits to thoſe of ſugar, be a likely me- 

thod to cure the evils complained of from 

the abuſe of ſpirituous liguors ; and whe- 

2 like cauſes will always r ſimilar 
Gs ? 


An. XXVI. Hero again Mr. M- 
begs the queſtion, lays = falſe principles 
as true ones, and then deduces ſuch unlo- 
gical reaſonings, as he thinks will beſt an- 
ſwer his own deceptive views, —T hus (he 
was too ſenſible) it is, that 23 are 
inſtilled into the minds of the unletter d 
multitude.— Mr. M——y ſhould firſt have 
proved that ſpirit extracted from ſugar 1s as 
deſtructive to the human conſtitution as 
malt ſpirit ; and then, with reſpect to one 
of the many evils attending the malt-difti]- 
lery, viz. the health of yon ſubject. the 
query wou'd have ſome weight. But argu- 
went: gentia (and to fight Mr. M-——y with 
his own weapons) let it be admitted, * Taken 
he would have the world believe is true) 


that 
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that all ſpirits are equally innocent and fatal, 
as to the health and longivity of the drinker. 
And ſtill there remains the queſtion to be 
diſcuſſed, whether it is national prudence 
or policy that corn ſhall be diſtilled at all :— 
Now, if we apply Mr. M-—y's learned 
maxim, that < like cauſes will always pro- 
« duce ſimilar effects” % it follows, and we 
ſtand convinced of its truth by dear- bought 
experience, that no other reſtriction but 
a total prohibition will avail us; that, other- 
wiſe, we mutt ſoon experience another ar- 
tificial (and perhaps, in the end, a real) fa- 
mine, as the reſulting and neceſſary effect of 
the malt - diſtillers ſucceeding in their pre- 
ſent application to parliament. 


Qu. XXVII. Whether, notwithſtand- 
ing any aſſertions to the contrary, the hogs 
fed in the malt-diſtillery were not cheaper 
than anyother, and, at the ſame time, as good 
and wholeſome ; and whether the gentle- 
men concerned in victualling his majeſty's 
navy, do not know this to be true ? 


An. XXVII. I am aflurd by ſevera] 
gentlmen (at leaſt of equal credit with Mr. 
M——y) in the ſwine trade, that the ex- 
travagant price, as well as ſcarcity of pork 
and hogs, we have ſo long felt, hath been 
entirely cauſed by the malt-diſtillers having 

engroſſed 
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engroſſed the principal part of the buſineſs of 
hog- feeding into their own hands to the 
manifeſt detriment of the farmers, who, 
from the high price of grain and every 
other feeding (occaſioned by the malt di- 
ſtillery) were diſabled to bring them fat to 
market ſo ſoon or ſo cheap as the malt di- 
ſtillers, who tempted the breeders with ſuch 
prices, as ſtore pigs were never, till latterly, 
known to be ſold at; and which the diſtil- 
lers were enabled to give, becauſe, by mo- 
nopolizing the trade, they ſecured their own 
terms on the contract. Theſe are laid down 
to me as ſimple and undeniable facts which 
Mr. M—y himſelf has very beneficially 
experienced. — As to the goodneſs and whole- 
ſomeneſs of the bacon fatted with ſpirits.— 
This is the firſt time I ever heard it would 
bear a compariſon with the bacon fatted with 
corn.—But this is a ſuggeſtion grounded on 
avarice, and advanced againſt the teſti- 
mony of his own knowledge. —However, if 
Mr. M———y (who I am informed hath, 
within theſe few days, ſent 5eo hogs to the 
Victualling-Office, and ought to be a judge 
of ſwine meat) ſhould ſtill perſevere in an 
obſtinate diſbelief of ſuch an obvious truth, 
Iwill undertake to convince him (at a pro- 

per ſeaſon) by a phyfical diſquiſition and ex- 
periment. In the mean time, I appeal 
for judgment * the ſpirituous bacon 
5 to 
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tO the COUr t and decree Common 
Senſe. 


Qu. XXVIII. Whether any diſintereſted 
perſon will join in deſiring, that the people 
may get intoxicated with ſugar ſpirits and 
rum, inſtead of ſpirits from grain; and 
whether his diſlike to dram- drinking ariſes 
from the quality, or quantity of the 1 
_ drank ? 


AN. XXVIII. Every Engliſhman is con- 
ſequentially concerned in the dreadful Effects 
the diſtillation of corn will produce. —— All 
ſpirits partake of different qualities and por- 
tions of power, according to the nature of 
the component parts, from which the ſpi- 
rit is drawn, and the manner of the diſtiller's 
or rectifiers operation. — Now (as L have be- 
fore ſaid). my deſire, as a Jover of my coun- 
try, is, that the people may be prevented, 
as ſar as may be, from frequent intoxication 
by ſugar, malt, and every other ſpirit; ne- 
vertheleſs my diſlike to dram- drinking ariſes 
both from the quality and from the quan- 
tity. From the latter, becauſe when taken 
in exceſs, it deliberates the powers of 
and mind, and renders men uſeleſs to ſo- 
ciety, loathſome to themſelves, and odious 
to their Creator, Fròꝭm the former, when 
made with corn, becaute I prefer the public 

welfare, 
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welfare, to private emolument; humanity 
and tenderneſs to the poor and indigent; to 
the ſpecious, but fallacious murmurs, about 
_ diſproportioned taxes and landed oppreſſions, 

becauſe ſugar is a ſuperfluous and uneſſen- 
tial part of the paupers diet, becauſe corn, 
which is the chief food and ſupport of the 
poor, can never becheap, whilſt it is ſuffered 
to be diſtilled ; becauſe labour can never be 
cheap, when grain, and all other ptoviſions 
are dear; and, laſtly, becauſe where the 
neceſſaries of life, and labour of a certain 
conſequence, are dear, Trade muſt be hurt, 
decay, and be loſt ; the reſult of which to 
this nation is ſo important as to demand the 
attention and zealous endeavours of every 
loyal ſabje& and true patriot to oppoſe and 
guard againſt it with his Tongue, with his 
Pen, with his Purſe, and with his Blood. 


Q. XXIX. Whether, if his diſlike ariſes, 
as certainly it muſt, from the quantity, that 
quantity cannot be reſtrained, without cram- 

ming the full pockets of the ſugar planter, 


to the impoveriſhing of every private family 
of the ee ? 


An, XXIX. This Query is ſufficiently 
anſwered before: But I would remind Mr. 
N=, that it is impoſſible to give a direct 
and full anſwer to any queſtion that's unfairly 

| E 2 or 
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or falſely ſtated. Now as a proof of the 
juſtneſs of this frank intimation of his diſin- 
genuity; I ſubmit to the deciſion of the im- 

partial reader, whether this Query of Mr. 
M——y's (who enjoys a very capital for- 
tune acquired by the malt diſtillery) when 
applyed to, and interrogated of himſelf, does 
not carry with it that confeſſion and ſelf- con- 


viction of truth, that Mr. M———y muſt 
bluſh to read. | 1 
Query, If Mr. M———y's diſlike to the 


diſtilling of ſpirits from ſugar and melaſles 
only, ariſes, as it moſt certainly muſt, from 
the quality : Whether that quality can be 
altered without cramming the full pockets 
of the malt diſtiller (who already wallows 
in wealth, purchaſed with the blood of his 
fellow-creatures) without impoveriſhing eve- 
ry poor family in the kingdom by the dear- 
[neſs of corn and labour, and the deſtruction 
of trade ? | 


Qu. XXX. Whether every land owner, 
who deſires a continuance of the act for 
nes the malt diſtillery, does not, 
from the conſequences attending it, deſire 
his own eſtate may be leſſened in value, 
while he raiſes exceſſively that of the ſugar 
planter? and whether every private family 
does not now feel the extravagant price of 


ſugar? 
. AN. 
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An. XXX. From what hath been already 
ſaid, it is manifeſtly clear, that every land- 
owner who, with the ſhort-fighted view of 
a little preſent gain from the high price of 
corn, abets and promotes the malt-diſtillery z 
does, nevertheleſs, from the certain and in- 
evitable conſequences attending and flowing 
therefrom, ſubject his own landed eſtate to 
be greatly leſſened and diminiſhed in its va- 
lue, that is to ſay, By greater rates to ſup- 
port a mofe numerous and burthenſome 
poor, by heavier wages that muſt, from the 
dearneſs of grain, and other proviſions, be 
paid to all labourers and artificers; By the 
failure of tenants, who, fluſhed with THE 
PRESENT extraordinary profits, and from a 
vain ambition to ſupport it, become luxu- 
rious, debauched, and bankrupt, and laſtly 
(what is leaſt thought of) by extraordinary 
taxes, to ſupport the exigencies of ſtate to 
counterballance that deficiency in the re- 
_ venues, which a ſtagnation and loſs of 


trade and commerce would of courſe oc- 
caſion. | 


Qu. XXXI. Whether before the pro- 
Hibition of malt ſpirits the compound diſ- 
tiller did not make Engliſo brandy from 
thence very little inferior in goodneſs, to 
that imported from abroad? 


Ax. 
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Ax. XXXI. It is very true, that the art 
of making malt ſpirit, as well as compound- 
ing it, is brought to a very great degree of 
perfection; but the beſt approaches no 
nearer/ to the grape or tartar brandy, or to 
the juice of the cane, than in proportion to 
the quantity that is mixed with the malt 
—2 The goodneſs, which conſiſts in its 
avour and purity as a ſpirit, is ſo far pre- 
vailing and diſtinguiſhable in the foreign 
ſpirit, that the hardeſt and moſt inſenſible 
Fal muſt reliſh the grateful difference. 


Ws XXXII. Whether large N 

have not, ſince the prohibition afore- 

ſaid, ad, been ſent out of the kingdom to pur- 

chaſe great quantities of French brandy; 

and + by this means, we have _ 
been ſtrengthening the hands of our 


en 


| Ax, XXXIII. It Sven ite the 
public, that any very conſiderable ſums of 
money have, during the preſent war; been 
ſent to France to purchaſe brandies, nor is 
it probable, ſince ſome of our own colo- 
Nies produce a common fpirit much prefer- 
able to our own malt ſpirit, as uſeful for the 
navy, and much cheaper than the French 
brandy. Beſides our ſhips have been abun- 
dantly well ſupplicd by their frequent cap- 
| tures, 
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tures, and other extra means : it is true, 
we import a great deal of French brandy 
from Holland, and ſo we ſhould (ſuch is the 
infatuation of the Enmghi/h) if our own 
iſland produced really as good as theirs .— 
As to L ſtrengthening their hands with the 
' monies laid out in fpirits, I am inclined to 
believe, when the tobacco we have fold and 
ſupplied them with, (ſince the war alſo) is 
put into the ſcale— (and paid for J—the 


ballance will turn out in our favour againſt 
the brandy. 


Q. XXXIII. Whether chere was not 
before the ſtoppage, a conſiderable expor- 
tation of malt ſpirits to Africa; whether 
French brandy hath not ſince been ſent 
 thither; and whether the government have 
not been obliged to buy French brandy for 
the uſe of the failors, inſtead of what they 
formerly had, Engliſb brandy from grain? 


AN. XXXIII. The latter part of this 
queſtion is already aſked and anſwered. If 
Mr. M-——y means the ſtoppage of the 
malt-diſtillery, there hath both before and 
ſince been a conſiderable exportation of ſpi- 
rits to Africa. And what matters it, in a 
confined and abſtracted view, to the govern- 
ment, whether the ſpirit we export and 
exchange there for ſlaves, and are made 

from 


32 
from malt, ſugar, or the grape; or whe- 
ther the produce of England, Jamaica, Bar- 
badoes, or the Continent ; and, as to the 
diſpute between the intereſted in corn and 
the intereſted in ſugar. It is beneath the 
dignity of that auguſt houſe, before whom 
the grand conſideration is, to enter into it, 
nor is there any doubt, but that wiſe aſſem- 
bly of ſenators will wave all private and 
popular prejudices, and that the weight of 
things, and not of men, will prevail. 


Qu. XXXIV. Whether the quantity of 
malt ſpirits, made before the ſtoppage, was 
not inconſiderable, in compariſon of what 
were formerly made; and whether an act 

of parliament, which paſſed about ſeven 
years ago, prohibiting the compound diſ- 
tillers from ſelling in leſs quantities than two 
gallons, did not remove great part of the 
evils ariſing from dram- drinking? 


Ax. XXXIV. The firſt part of this 
queſtion may be anſwered affirmatively and 
the latter negatively. For though the quan- 

tity of malt ſpirit made before the ſtoppage 
was not ſo conſiderable as it had before been; 
(and which might be owing to the large 
ſtock that the trade then had in hand) and 

though there appeared a ſenſible decreaſe of 
the ule of this ſpirit, and (of conſgquence) 
3 "5G 
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a viſible amendment in the health and mo- 
rals of the pooreſt of the poor; and ſo fat 
a ſmall part of the evil ariſing from gin- 
drinking was removed : fill there remained 
an evil which that act of patliament could 
not reach, and nothing leſs, at that time, 
(or ever) but an abſolute prohibition (of 
ſtoppage, as Mr. M——y calls it) could 
have cured it. T hus, we ſee, we have ex- 
perienced, that it is impoſſible to ſuffer thoſe 
inſatiable engines and devourers of corn to 
expand their voracious jaws, under any li- 
mitations, without incurring the like judg- 
ment and deſerved puniſhment of beggaty 
and famine. The malt-diſtillers are a {et 
of very opulent people, and from their 
manner of becoming ſo, are rather the ob- 
jets of compaſſion than envy. In general, 
they are enabled to live upon their fortunes, 
and they who are not, may be indulged the 
liberty of following any other employ. 


Qu. XXXV. Whether the proprietors 
of our ſugar colonies have not been advan- 
taged in the ſum of eight hundred thouſand 


pounds ſterling annually fince the ſtoppage 
of the malt-diſtillery ? 


AN. XXXV. I could wiſh myſelf under 
no neceſſity to explain and ſettle the meaning 
of the author's queſtions, before I can pro- 
ceed to anſwer them. Hs certainly cannot 

intend 


; LOT... - 
intend to puzzle and confound that very 
doctrine he would ſeem and endeavour to 
diſplay and eſtabliſh.—To this query, as it 
now ſtands, I anſwer, Jes: if he will 
change the word /ince to either of the words 
by or from, T anſwer, No. Or if Mr. M——y 
would aſk, whether the ſugar-planters or 
proprietors have reap'd greater benefits from 
the working of the malt diſtillery, 1 an- 
ſwer Yes : this may ſeem a paradox to Mr. 
M——y, but it is experimentally true. —For 
it is the dearneſs of corn, occaſioned by the 
diſtillery ; it is the dearneſs of all other pro- 
viſions occaſioned by the dearneſs of corn ; it 
1s theload of levies, occaſioned by the extraor- 
dinary number of poor, which ſuch dearneſs 
of proviſions has occaſioned ; it is an ex- 
traordinary weight of taxes, which the dear- 
neſs of proviſions for our fleets and armies 
occaſions ; and laſtly, the war itſelf, per- 
haps, inflamed and purſued by a deſperate 
enemy from the hope and proſpect of a late 
approaching famine, occaſioned alſo from 
the diſtillation of corn, that have all cauſed 
and contributed to increaſe the high price of 
ſugars and treacle. 


Qu. XXXVI. Whether for ſeveral 
years paſt great quantities of gin and brandy 
have not been ſmuggled, (particularly be- 
fore the war) as well as imported into the 
kingdom from Holland and France? And 

WE oY whether 
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whether from this conſideration, as well as 
all the foregoing ones, the continuance of 
the malt-diſtillery, while ſpirits of any kind 
are permitted to be drank, be not abſolutel 
neceſlary for the good of the publick ? 


Ax. XXXVI. The geneva that has been 
either imported or ſmuggled into England for 
a number of years paſt, is very inconſiderable, 
and the brandy now ſmuggled is very trifling 
when compar'd to former times. The laws 
made to prevent that practice, have nearly 
effectuated their intention, and I can aſſure 
Mr. M——y he hath my conſent (as an An- 
tigallican) for a total prohibition. It is the 
exorbitant produce and drug of an enemy's 
country, and our own plantations can ſupply 
us and our wants with either ſpirit or mate- 
rials for ſpirit, very ſufficient both in quan- 
tity and quality. And ſurely, that trade, 
which mult be carried on by a long and con- 
ſtant navigation, is, in time of peace, an ob- 
ject of great attention, far out-weighing the 
temporary ſervice and increaſe of the Exciſe 
revenues. 1 

Upon the whole, as it is univerſally al- 
low'd, that the ſpirits of ſome fort or kind, 
muſt be neceſſarily wanted, and to a conſi- 
derable conſumption, not only for our own. 
domeſtick uſe, but for exportation; and as 
our ſtrength and wealth (as iſlanders) de- 
pends upon our navigation and — 

N = 
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and as the ſtrength and ſafety of both de- 
pends upon the enjoyment and proſperity of 
our American vineyards, I humbly think it 
is the duty of every honeſt man, inſtead of 
joining in a cabal or popular ſtruggle between 
two jealous parties or intereſted factions, to 
plan, propoſe, and approve the %% ways and 
means totally to prevent the ſmuggling of 
foreign ſpirit—totally to prevent the ogg 
tation. 0K French ſpirits totally to prohibit 
the diſtillation of grain - cautiouſly to per- 
mit the making of any ſpirits in England, 
| and laſtly, to eſtabliſh the ſpirit-trade in our 
cC.olonies in America, under ſuch proper regu- 
lations as will moſt effectually anſwer the 

uſeful and neceſſary requiſites and purpoſes 
of the ſtate, the trader and the public. 
| It is owing to Mr. M——'s confident aſ- 
[ ſertions, That his Queries were unanſwerable, 
| that I have taken this trouble. If he perſiſts 
in his purſuit, and chuſes to enter into a fur- 
ther controverſy on this ſubject, I hope. that 
ſome gentleman more capable will think it 
his duty to defend the cauſe of the poor and 
the publick, and conſequently to oppoſe the 
al; TO 1 
1 2 B. 
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